ment, bacteria are typically present in lower numbers. In this study, recovery was significantly reduced when plates were inoculated with approximately 100 cells, even when meropenem concentrations were much lower than the organism MIC. Testing other reduced inoculum sizes would better depict the effect of meropenem on the recovery of low numbers of organisms, but these results are limited to only one inoculum size. Recovery in liquid media was not evaluated as part of this study but is described elsewhere for three isolates (ATCC BAA-2146, KPC-R-1, KPC-R-2) (14). We did not evaluate the recovery of CRE in actual or simulated environments, which might also demonstrate the impact of meropenem on selectivity. Carbapenems may effectively suppress nontarget growth in CRE environmental studies; however, high carbapenem concentrations may also suppress CRE growth, leading to inaccurate conclusions about CRE prevalence in the environment.
